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n From the Postulator’s Desk

As we were walking back to the 
priest guest house after the fi fth 
meeting of the new historical com-
mission,  Fr. Terry, one of the new 
appointees, said to me, “I feel over-
whelmed.” I was tempted to say that 

“there is a lot more to Catherine’s life 
and legacy that we haven’t shared 
with you yet,” but I thought better 
of it.

Five recent appointees of Bishop 
Richard Smith of Pembroke are to 
begin the next phase of research 
into Catherine’s life and writings. 
For the fi rst time—July 25–26 of 
this year—they all came together 
in Combermere to meet the Bishop 
and Madonna House, and to meet 
one another, since 
some of them had 
not yet met each oth-
er. They also needed 
to see our archives 
and set their sights 
for future research. 
What is this “next 
phase”?

It’s the canoni-
cal establishment of 
both a tribunal and 
an historical com-
mission. Fr. Alexan-
dre Tache, O.M.I., a 
retired canon law 
professor at St. Paul’s 
in Ottawa, has gracious-
ly accepted the task to 

be what is called the Bishop’s Del-
egate. He is the one who will now 
guide Catherine’s cause in the name 
of the Bishop. He was already fa-
miliar with Catherine and Madon-
na House, having taught two of our 
priests at St. Paul’s, and he had vis-
ited here for an ordination.

The second member of the tribu-
nal is Fr. Pat Cogan of the Society 
of the Atonement. He teaches at St. 
Paul’s in Ottawa. His offi cial title is 
Promoter of Justice. His task will be 
to see that everything is done ca-
nonically correct in the process. Fr. 

Paul Wattson, the founder of the So-
ciety of the Atonement to which Fr. 
Pat belongs, was Catherine’s spiri-
tual father in the early years of her 
apostolate. When some of the old-
er friars who had known Catherine 
heard that Fr. Pat was involved in 
her cause, they were delighted. 

Fr. Terence Fay, S.J., of the his-
torical commission, teaches church 
history in the School of Theology at 
the University of Toronto. He has 
written a book, The Catholic Church 
in Canada, in which he mentions 
Catherine. Thus he was already very 

much aware of Cath-
erine’s apostolate in 
Toronto and Ottawa 
in the 1930s.

Dr. Elizabeth 
Smyth is associate 
professor in the De-
partment of Cur-
riculum Teaching 
and Learning at the 
Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Educa-
tion of the Universi-
ty of Toronto. When 
I fi rst met her in To-
ronto I asked her 
what her specialty 

was. She said she was 
a social historian, es-

The New Episcopal Appointeesatherine

Back row: Kathleen Janet Thompson, Fr. Robert Wild, Dr. Vicki Bennett
Middle row: Dr. Elizabeth Smyth, Fr. Pat Cogan, Fr. Terrence Fay

Front: Fr. Alexandre Tache

Five appointees of Bishop Richard Smith are to begin the next phase 

of research into Catherine’s life and writings. It’s the canonical 

establishment of both a tribunal and a historical commission.
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pecially interested in the influence 
of the milieu on a person’s life and 
character. Thus, she was eager to 
be involved in the study of the life 
of Catherine, a Russian immigrant, 
who served the poor in urban and 
rural North America. She has also 
been involved in research concern-
ing some congregations of nuns in 
Canada.

Dr. Vicki Bennett is the Direc-
tor of Publications Service for the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops in Ottawa. She has writ-
ten a book called Sacred Space and 
Structural Style, the Embodiment of 
Socio-Religious Ideology. (I wondered 
what her thoughts were when she 
walked into our Russian chapel in 
the woods!) As a professional ar-
chaeologist she said she is interest-
ed in the cultural aspects of Cathe-
rine’s life and apostolate. 

All three of the above belong to 

the Canadian Historical Society, 
and knew one another before their 
recent appointments. Each has ex-
pressed to me how enthusiastic they 
are to be involved in Catherine’s 
cause, which is a new profession-
al experience for each of them. The 
community is extremely grateful to 
them for accepting the bishop’s ap-
pointment, considering they are all 
very busy people. 

The Two Day Visit at 
Madonna House

Everyone, except Fr. Alex, was able 
to arrive the day before the meeting 
and receive a mini-tour including 
Catherine’s cabin, the statue of Our 
Lady of Combermere, and Cathe-
rine’s grave. All meetings were held 
in the archives building. At the first 
meeting, on Tuesday morning, they 
got their first glimpse of where they 
will be spending their research time 
in the future. We at Madonna House 
who are involved in the cause, had 
had a chance to read the curricula vi-
tae of our new friends, but this was 
our first opportunity to hear about 
them viva voce. They were interest-
ed as well to know something about 
the backgrounds of our archivists—
Mary Catherine Rowland, Bonnie 
Staib, Rejeanne George, and Mar-
ian Moody. They also heard some-
thing of the enormous amount of 
work on the cause done by Kath-
leen Janet Thompson, the vice-pos-
tulator, who was present as well for 
most of the meetings. Many prelim-
inary questions were brought up for 
discussion, and the archivists began 
their verbal and visual tour of what 
our archives contain.

Fr. Alex arrived for lunch on 
Tuesday, driven from Ottawa by 
his faithful chauffeur, Brother Henri, 
O.M.I.  The meeting after lunch was, 
you might say, the first real formal 

meeting, initiating the work of the 
historical commission. Though Fr. 
Alex has trouble walking, he is a 
“good trooper,” and allowed him-
self—keeping a jovial attitude—to 
be carried up and down our steep 
archives stairs for the meeting!

Before the Bishop’s arrival, the 
upstairs sections of the archives 
were explained: Catherine’s per-
sonal library; books making men-
tion of Catherine’s life and apos-
tolate; books by famous friends of 
hers. This upstairs area would be 
their work place in the future.

With the Bishop’s arrival, Fr. Alex 
chaired the meeting. Also present 
were our Directors, Fr. David May, 
Susanne Stubbs, and Mark Sch-
lingerman. After words of welcome, 
prayer, and introduction, Fr. Alex 
outlined the duties of the commis-
sion, quoting the official Decree. (Cf. 
below) He concluded: “In due time, 
the members of the Commission are 
to be called before the bishop or his 
delegate as ex-officio witnesses and 
confirm under oath that they ful-
filled their duty properly and that 
they neither changed nor destroyed 
any document or text.” 

As one of the main purposes of 
these two days was for people to 
get to know one another, much of 
the meeting was spent doing just 
that. Please God, we will be work-
ing with one another for a number 
of years, so this was an opportuni-
ty to exchange views, ask questions, 
and set our sights. 

At the end of the meeting Bishop 
Smith remarked what a truly awe-
some thing a canonization is for the 
life of the Church. When someone 
is canonized, it affects the life of the 
Church for all time. He thanked 
those present for accepting his ap-
pointment for this work on which 
they were now embarked.

The evening Mass on Tuesday 

The Little Mandate
Words which Catherine Doherty received 
from Christ, and which guided her life:

Arise—go! Sell all you possess. Give 
it directly, personally to the poor. 
Take up My cross (their cross) 
and follow Me, going to the poor, 
being poor, being one with them, 
one with Me.

Little—be always little! Simple, poor, 
childlike.

Preach the Gospel with your life—
without compromise! Listen to the 
Spirit. He will lead you.

Do little things exceedingly well for 
love of Me.

Love, love, love, never counting the 
cost.

Go into the marketplace and stay 
with Me. Pray, fast, pray always, 
fast.

Be hidden. Be a light to your neigh-
bour’s feet. Go without fear into 
the depth of men’s hearts. I shall 
be with you.

Pray always. I will be your rest.
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was the first public, liturgical rec-
ognition of what was transpiring 
in Catherine’s cause. In his homi-
ly, Bishop Smith developed one as-
pect of what holiness is. We were all 
thinking of Catherine as he spoke:  

“This event—these meetings—and 
today’s feast of St. James and its 
readings, focus our attention on 
what it is to be holy, on what it is 
to be a saint. The readings show us 
that the one who is holy is one who 
has been given the gift of a proper-
ly focused desire. The one who is 
holy is one who is aware of that de-
sire, lives from it, for it, and in con-
formity with it. 

“At the heart of each of us is a de-
sire, a desire placed there by God 
himself when he fashioned us. 
There are times when we can have 
an overwhelming experience of this 
desire, and it is often experienced as 
a desire for ‘I know not what’. Our 
faith, however, tells us that it is a 
desire for life, a desire for commu-
nion with God. It is a desire given 
by our God who wants to draw us 
to himself. We could call it an ‘es-
sential’ desire because it is part of 
our essence, part of who we are, of 
our make up. 

“The experience of this essen-
tial desire can get fuzzy, out of fo-
cus, and can be experienced as a 
desire for things, accomplishments, 
achievements, persons, because of 
various factors like, for example, 
compulsions, concupiscence, and 
so on. This existential experience 
of desire can also become a desire 
for things that are not holy. Even 
when the desire is for good things, 
if these are not properly discerned, 
even this desire for good can lead 
us away from God. So the experi-
ence of desire needs to be properly 
focused. A saint has had this desire 
focused and learned to live from it.

“The passive voice of the verb is 
important in talking of this desire. 
The desire is focused, it is some-
thing that is done for us. It is fo-
cused by God. We see this process 
happening in today’s Gospel. First 
of all their mother speaks for James 
and John. She expresses something 
that seems to be good—seats at the 
Lord’s side. This seems also to be 
the desire of James and John. Per-
haps it is also the desire of the oth-
er apostles: they too, would like to 
sit at the Lord’s side; but it is hid-
den under their anger and indigna-
tion. Jesus initiates the process of 
giving the desire focus with a ques-
tion: ‘Are you able to drink the cup 
that I shall drink?’

“A properly focused desire ulti-
mately is the desire for Christ and 
the desire to suffer with and for him, 
and ultimately to die with and for 
him. This is far deeper than just a 
renewed openness to suffering and 
death. It is the desire to live, suffer 

and die with him for the sake of the 
Father’s plan of salvation.

“We see how St. Paul’s desire had 
to receive focus. In fact there was 
a radical shift, a radical refocusing, 
from an apparent ‘good’—persecut-
ing Christians—to having only a 
desire for Christ and to make up 
in his own body what was lack-
ing in the sufferings of Christ. We 
who live from a properly focused 
desire, carry within us, and live 
from, the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, which is impressed on us at 
our Baptism. The more we are giv-
en the gift of a properly focused de-
sire, the more we embrace this truth, 
and the more we realize that we are 
the object of God’s desire, and that 
it is out of that desire that he has 
fashioned us and redeemed us. This 
is ultimately made manifest in the 
Cross of Jesus—made present here 
and now in this Eucharist, where 
he feeds us with his own Body and 
Blood, so that our desire/his desire, 

Mass with Bishop Richard Smith
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will reach ultimate fulfillment. Let 
us pray that he will enable us to 
understand and to embrace what is 
truly at stake, so we can say with 
the Apostles: We seek to follow you 
and to grow in the sanctity to which 
you call us!”

Bishop Richard then thanked the 
members of the commission and 
the tribunal, saying, “The work be-
fore them is daunting, to say the 
least, so we assure them of our 
prayers!” The Bishop then invited 
me, Fr. Bob, to read the official de-
cree which he had signed in March 
of this year establishing the histor-
ical commission:

Decree— 
By the Grace of God 
and the Apostolic See

Decree Establishing a Historical 
Commission of Canonical Inqui-
ry—Catherine de Hueck Doherty 
(Foundress of Madonna House).  
By Most Reverend Richard Smith, 
Bishop of Pembroke.

By virtue of the authority granted 
by the apostolic constitution Divi-
nus perfectionis Magister [cf. note on 
page 6] of January 25, 1983, I, the 
undersigned Bishop of Pembroke, 
with this decree establish a histor-
ical commission to examine the 
writings of Servant of God Cathe-
rine de Hueck Doherty and appoint 
the following as members: Fr. Ter-
ence Fay, S.J., Dr. Elizabeth Smyth, 
and Dr. Vicki Bennett.

The historical commission is to 
perform the duties set forth in the 
Norms of February 7, 1983, enacted 
by the Congregation for the Causes 
of Saints:

14. a) If all the votes of the theo-
logical censors are favorable, the 
bishop is to order that all writings 
of the Servant of God, those not yet 
published as well as each and every 
historical document, either hand-
written or printed, which in any 
way pertain to the cause, are to be 
gathered.

b) When such a search is to be 
made, especially in the case of an-
cient causes, experts in historical 
matters and in matters that pertain 
to archives are to be employed.

c) After the task has been com-
pleted, the experts are to hand over 
to the bishop an accurate and pre-
cise report, together with the col-
lected writings. In this report, they 
are to indicate and testify that they 
fulfilled their duty properly; to in-
clude a list of the writings and doc-
uments; to give a judgment on their 
authenticity and their value as well 
as on the personality of the servant 
of God, as it is drawn forth from the 
same writings and documents.

Given at Pembroke, at the dioce-
san curia, under our signature and 
seal and that of the Chancellor, this 
second day of March, in the year of 
Our Lord two thousand and six.

[Signed:]
+Richard W. Smith
Bishop of Pembroke
Reverend Steven F. Ballard, J.V. 
Chancellor

And in a communication to me af-
ter the meetings, here is how Fr. Fay 
summed up the new situation: “The 
Bishop of Pembroke, Richard Smith, 
has appointed a three-member His-
torical Commission of Canonical 
Inquiry to search into the unpub-
lished writings of the founder of Ma-
donna House, Catherine de Hueck 
Doherty. The commission’s mandate 
is to review the archival documents  
and gather other documents which 
relate to the life and spirituality of 
Catherine Doherty. The Historical 
Commission will prepare ‘an accu-
rate and precise report’ along with 
the collected writings for the bish-
op, provide a judgment about the 
‘authenticity’ and ‘value’ of the doc-
uments, and assess how the docu-
ments describe the Christian char-
acter of Catherine Doherty.”

I (Fr. Bob Wild) wish to public-
ly acknowledge and thank, in this 
newsletter, the “theological censors” 
mentioned in the above decree. Our 
associates, Fr. Michael Prieur, Pro-
fessor of Moral theology at St. Pe-
ter’s seminary in London ON, Fr. 
Don Guglielmi, of Stratford CT, and 
Bishop Emeritus Noel Delaquis, of 
Gravelbourg SK, together read all of 
Catherine’s published writings.

To continue with an account of 
the visit.

 
After Mass, and after having had 

supper with all the members of 
the commission, Fr. Alex depart-
ed. We gave the others a tour of 
the postulator’s office, making our 

 
continued on page 6...Fr. Robert Wild reading the Decree
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The archives which the commission 
toured was very much a part of Cath-
erine’s vision. Here are some of her re-
fl ections about keeping records for the 
sake of posterity and the good of the 
Church.

And now for the archives. In every 
business, as well as in our aposto-
late, there comes a time when the 
question of space arises. Obvious-
ly, no offi ce, apostolate or business 
wants to keep its outdated cards, its 
dead-heads, and its letters of past 
years.

But because apostolates and busi-
nesses alike—but especially our 
apostolate—often make history, it 
is imperative that certain cards and 
letters and other pertinent material 
be kept. In our case it is true twice-
over, for when all is said and done, 
there is no denying that Friendship 
House and Madonna House are def-
initely pioneers of the lay apostolate 
in the U.S.A. and Canada. The keep-
ing of this pertinent material is ac-
complished through archives.

Archives means exactly what it 
says, namely (in Latin) the preser-
vation of records, correspondence, 
or documents in evidence of facts. 
Archives means that such papers, 
books, pamphlets, photos, or what 
have you, will remain for posterity 
as proof—factual proof—that cer-
tain historical events (facts) have 
transpired.

Why do we have archives in the 
apostolate? Let us consider the mat-

ter carefully. In  light of the fact that 
we are pioneers in the lay aposto-
late, contemporary staff workers—
with a little imagination—can eas-
ily see how vitally important this 
piece of paper, this fi nancial trans-
action, these library cards or mas-
ter fi le, may become in 25, 50, or 75 
years from now.

Let us suppose that 50 years from 
now a member of our apostolate is 
taking a Ph.D. in library science for 
the needs of the apostolate. If the 
cards are kept well, she can do her 
research right at home.

Suppose an interest is aroused in 
the apostolate 50 years from now as 
to how many people we have con-
tacted one way or another. Then the 
master fi le cards, the donation and 
cash books of yore, will have their 
day in the sun again.

Biographies of prominent person-
alities in the apostolate—Director 
Generals, Local Directors, priests, as 
well as staff workers themselves—75 
years from now may become a mat-
ter of vital importance, even unto 
canonization, we hope. Then every 
word written by them will become 
of vital importance to the apostolate 
and the Church at large.

Speaking of the Church at large, 
these archives are also valuable “ev-
idence of facts,” for the Church itself 
and its institutions of learning. For 
it is obvious, if one stops to think for 
a moment, that apostolates are mak-
ing history day by day, and that they 
form part of the large, ever-growing 

history of the Church itself.
It doesn’t take much imagina-

tion to understand that records of 
all types are valuable to that broad 
outline of Church history, as well as 
to the narrower outline of the his-
tory of our apostolate alongside of 
other apostolates.

Each head of the various de-
partments must be fully cognizant 
and responsible for their archives. 
A place at present is allotted to St. 
Pete’s attic, clearly marked for each 
department’s archives. The rural 
apostolate will keep theirs in St. 
Clare’s attic.

Since this outline is being sent to 
all the Missions, we beg the attention 
of the local directors to this matter 
of archives. Let them all survey the 
situation as it exists in their houses, 
if need be communicate with their 
Director General, and clarify exact-
ly what must be kept, what should 
be thrown away, and start an or-
derly archive section in their hous-
es. If they have no room for same, 
in years to come, when we have a 
storage house, all archives will be 
stored in Madonna House. n

Catherine DohertyCatherine’s Thoughts on Archives
It is obvious, if one stops to think for a moment, that apostolates 

are making history day by day, and that they form part of the 

large, ever-growing history of the Church itself.

Catherine DohertyCatherine Doherty
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new friends aware of the documen-
tation we had collected there. We 
gave each member of the commis-
sion a hard copy of Catherine’s col-
lated diaries. We then went to our 
Madonna House Publications office 
where Linda Lambeth and Marian 
Heiberger gave a presentation of the 
work carried on there, as well as 
giving each member some books 
and pamphlets. 

Fr. Pat left early on Wednesday. 
The meeting that morning with 
the others was taken up with more 
touring of the archives and ques-
tions pertaining to the research of 
the commission. (I had specifical-
ly left all of Wednesday open to ad-
dress the needs I knew would arise 
from the day before.)

After lunch at St. Mary’s the three 
members held a private meeting of 

their own, at which they elected Fr. 
Terry as president of the commis-
sion for one year. As all the mem-
bers do not have to read everything, 
and they can divide the material 
among themselves, at this meet-
ing Dr. Smyth chose to concentrate 
on the canonical aspects of the re-
search; Dr. Bennett was interested 
in the customs and cultural dimen-
sions of Catherine’s apostolate; Fr. 
Terry will delve more into the cor-
respondence.

In the afternoon, with Fr. Terry 
presiding, there was a more private 
meeting with our Directors to dis-
cuss such matters as finances, con-
fidentiality, future visits, and other 
practical aspects of their work. They 
decided to return November 17–19 
for more research in our archives.

At a final “wrap-up” session in 
the same afternoon, at which every-
one was present, Fr. Terry informed 
us of some of the details of the ear-
lier meeting. He was also interested 
in reflections about Catherine from 
the community members present. 
He said when he returns in Novem-
ber he may wish to interview some 
of us. As postulator, he asked me for 
a brief history of the cause. 

In my remarks I emphasized that 
Catherine does not belong to Ma-
donna House but to the Church, 

and that we are simply trying to dis-
cern the Lord’s will in her regard 
for the future life of the Church. 
Sometimes people ask why Madon-
na House is “pushing” Catherine’s 
cause. As a matter of fact, the initial 
inspiration to consider a cause for 
Catherine came from the heart of 
Archbishop McNeil a few days after 
Catherine’s death. He told Fr. Peter 
Nearing, who was our priest in Ed-
monton at the time, that we should 
consider such a move. And both for-
mer Bishops of Pembroke, Joseph 
Windle and Brendan O’Brien, have 
been very, very supportive of what 
we as a community believe to be a 
movement of the Holy Spirit.

Since an important part of their 
visit was to meet the community, I 
tried to “scatter them around a bit” 
at meal times. I think, in the brief 
time they were here, that they did 
meet the community. People often 
ask, “Have there been any miracles 
yet?” I wanted them to meet the 
community which I consider the 
greatest miracle! 

Note of Interest:

The Apostolic Constitution Divi-
nus perfectionis magister, The Di-
vine Teacher and Model of Per-
fection (mentioned in the above 

...continued from page 4

Committee at work under Fr. Tache’s direction

❦
Prayer for Favours
through the intercession of 

Catherine Doherty

All loving Father, through your 
beloved Son, Jesus, we have 
been taught to ask for what we 
need. And through his spouse, 
our Mother the Church, we have 
been instructed to pray for one 
another, and to ask the interces-
sion of your servants, who have 
fallen asleep in Christ. There-
fore, through the intercession of 
your servant, Catherine Doherty, 
we ask...

[here mention your petition.]

We ask this for your honour 
and glory, and in the name of 
Jesus Christ, your Son Our Lord. 
Amen.

Imprimatur:  ✝ J. R. Windle, Bishop of 
Pembroke, May 1, 1993.  For private use.



Question: Holy Father, your pre-
decessor beatified and canonized a 
huge number of Christians. Some 
people say even too many. This is 
my question: beatifications and can-
onizations only bring something 
new to the church when these peo-
ple are seen as true models. Ger-
many produces relatively few saints 
and blessed in comparison with 
other countries. Can anything be 
done to develop the pastoral sphere 
so that beatifications and canoniza-
tions can give real pastoral fruit?

Benedict XVI: In the beginning I 
also thought that the large num-
ber of beatifications was almost 
overwhelming and that perhaps 
we needed to be more selective; 
choosing figures that entered our 
consciousness more clearly. Mean-
while, I decentralized the beatifica-
tions in order to make these figures 
more visible in the specific places 
they came from. Perhaps a saint 
from Guatemala doesn’t interest us 
in Germany and vice versa; some-
one from Altoetting [Germany] is 
of no interest in Los Angeles, and 
so on, right?

I also think that this decentral-
ization is more in keeping with the 
collegiality of the episcopate, with 
its collegial structures, and that it’s 
suitable for stressing how different 
countries have their own personal-
ities and these are especially effec-
tive in these countries. I’ve also seen 
how these beatifications in different 
places touch vast numbers of peo-

ple and that people say: ‘At last, this 
one is one of us!’ They pray to him 
and are inspired. The blessed soul 
belongs to them and we’re happy 
there are lots of them. And if, gradu-
ally, with the development of a glob-
al society, we too get to know them, 
that’s wonderful.

But it’s especially important that 
multiplicity exist in this field also 
because it’s important that we too 
in Germany get to know our own 
figures and are happy for them. Be-
sides this issue there’s that of the 

canonization of greater figures who 
are examples for the whole Church. 
I’d say that the individual Episco-
pal conferences ought to choose, 
ought to decide what’s best for 
them, what this person is saying to 
us, and they should give visibility 
to [such] people through catechesis, 
preaching, or through the presen-
tation of a film. I can imagine some 
wonderful films. Of course, I only 
know well the Church Fathers: a 
film about Augustine, or one on 
Gregory Nazianzen who was very 
special, how he continually fled 
the ever greater responsibilities he 
was given, and so on. We need to 
study: there are not only the aw-
ful situations we depict in many of 
our films, there are also wonderful 
historical figures who are not at all 
boring and who are very contem-
porary. We must try not to overload 
people too much but to give visibil-
ity to many figures who are topical 
and inspirational. n

Pope BenedictAn Excerpt from Pope Benedict’s interview 
with Bayerische Rundfunk (ARD), ZDF, Deutsche Welle

A Special Plea 
for Funds 

Dear friends of Catherine, 
you have been very generous 
over the years. This new step 
in Catherine’s cause will re-
quire added funds, as we are 
responsible for the financial 
expenses of the tribunal 
and commission members. 
Whatever contribution you 
can make at this new junc-
ture will be, as always, great-
ly appreciated. 

God bless you.  Fr. Bob n

decree), and the Norms which fol-
lowed its publication, are the new 
papal guidelines for the process of 
canonization. I thought our read-
ers would appreciate the following 
summary of the intent of these doc-
uments. It is written by Fr. Yvon Be-
audoin, O.M.I., who has worked at 
the Congregation for many years.  
He writes:

“The new norms were dictated by 
three principal needs: to involve as 
much as possible the diocesan Bish-
ops in a Cause, giving them the ap-
propriate authority to gather proofs; 
to raise the critical level in study-
ing the Causes, thereby endowing 
the Congregation with tools apt for 
such purpose; and, lastly, to stream-
line the procedure, freeing it from 
useless formalism and distributing 
better the competence of the diverse 

There are also wonderful historical figures who are not at all 

boring and who are very contemporary. We must give visibility 

to many figures who are topical and inspirational.
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n  How to Contact Us

If you believe you have received favours 
through Catherine’s intercession, we 
would be pleased to hear from you. We 
are also in need of financial donations to 
help cover the expenses of her Cause. If 
you would like to contact us, please write 
to us at:

 Postulator for the Cause
 Madonna House Apostolate
 2888 Dafoe Rd
 Combermere ON   K0J 1L0
 Canada

Fax: (613) 756-3832
E-mail: cause@catherinedoherty.org

If you didn’t receive this newsletter in your 
mail, but you would like to, please write to us 
with your address. There is no charge, but do-
nations are accepted and appreciated.

❏ Yes, I would like to receive future
 newsletters about Catherine’s cause.

❏ Please send me cards of Catherine’s
 official intercessory prayer.  Quantity:
 ___ English   ___ French   ___ Spanish

❏ Please also send me a catalogue of
 Catherine’s published books and talks.

Name:

(Please print or affix an address label.)

Address:

City:

Province/State: 

Postal/ZIP code:

Country:

Telephone:

E-mail:

More information about Catherine 
Doherty and the progress of her 
Cause—as well as printable copies of 
this and previous newsletters—can be 
found on the Internet at:

www.catherinedoherty.org

Copyright © Madonna House Inc. Printed in Canada.

n Catherine in print and media

Catherine Doherty has been the subject of many books, and she herself was a prolifi c 
speaker and author with dozens of published works. We hope to introduce you to these 
popular and important works, considered by many to be modern spiritual classics.

n This and other titles by Catherine Doherty can be ordered directly from Madon-
na House Publications by calling toll free: 1-888-703-7110 (fax: 1-877-717-2888), or 
through the Internet at:  www.madonnahouse.org/publications

Soul of My Soul
Coming to the Heart of Prayer 

“Recommended for every believer who 
wishes to grow in personal prayer.” 

— Bishops’ National Bulletin on Liturgy

Written in a practical and personal style, 
Catherine Doherty’s popular book brings 
us to the very heart of prayer. Her words 
give evidence of deep spirituality and 
practical wisdom as she draws on her 
years of refl ection on Eastern and West-
ern spiritual masters, tempered by her 
personal trials and tribulations.

Distilling for us the answers to the pressing questions about prayer that 
dwell in our hearts, Catherine offers encouragment for growing in our prayer 
life. She gives us a book to meditate on, to open our perceptions, and shows 
us how to fi nd space in our lives for prayer.

“If you want to know what prayer is like,” Catherine tells us, “listen to 
a child of two or three. When we address God in a childlike way, that’s 
prayer.”

Seeking to live and understand the radical gospel of Jesus Christ, Cathe-
rine reveals how prayer has been the soul of her soul, her comfort and her 
enlightenment. More than just ideas on prayer, this book is about how to 
develop a personal, intimate life with God.

“Thousands of books have been written on prayer. I don’t suppose God 
minds the books, but I think he wants you and me to be the book.”

“This is not a book to study. It is one to meditate on, to come back to again 
and again as a reminder that prayer is relationship. Doherty speaks in im-
ages that are more mysterious than anthropomorphic. As I read this book, 
I resonated with her perceptions on prayer.... I also thought of others with 
whom I would like to share the book—persons who are struggling to fi nd 
space in their lives to wrestle through deep vocational questions. I would 
recommend this book to them, because it might help to draw them more 
fully into the mystery of being a pray-er in our day.”

— Provident Book Finder

136 pages — Trade Paperback — ISBN 0-921440-97-9 — $12.95 USD — $15.95 CAD


