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B From the Postulator’s Desk

Fr. Paul Watson, the co-founder
with Mother Lurana White of the
Society of Our Lady of the Atone-
ment, died in 1940. The
second superior, Fr. Ra-
phael, wrote to Cathe-
rine in 1944 when she
was then living with her
husband, Eddie Doherty,
in Chicago. Fr. Raphael
asked for Fr. Paul’s cor-
respondence with Cathe-
rine. At that time Friend-
ship House didn’t have
any archives, so Catherine
reluctantly said she would
send her correspondence
to Graymoor. In her re-
sponse she wrote:

“In what is little known, even by
the good Friars and Sisters, is that
Friendship House and all the good
work they now do and did in the
past are really the children of both
Founders of your two communi-
ties. Without them we would not
be in existence. I feel sure that even
you did not know to what extent
and how closely we were associat-
ed, and how much FH and all our
members owe to Fr. Paul and Moth-
er Lurana.”

I had known Catherine for 14
years before her death in 1985; and
since her falling asleep in the Lord,

“Praying daily for you, Beloved Father. I am your obedient

daughter in Christ. Catherine de Hueck.”

~ To Fr. Paul Watson, April 15, 1935 ~

Graymoor
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I've been trying to understand her
life and teaching for the commu-
nity and for the Church at large.
To come across a new, deep in-
sight into her character and forma-
tion still thrills me. This happened
a year or so ago when I started read-
ing her correspondence with Fr.
Paul. I had known that Fr. Paul and
Mother Lurana were significant peo-
ple in Catherine’s life. What I hadn’t
realized was the depth of their in-
fluence. For her to say that her fol-
lowers of both Friendship House

and Madonna House are children
of these two great people, and that
without their influence we would
not be in existence, well — even con-
sidering Catherine’s tendency to ex-
aggeration — these words opened up
a new window for me onto the mys-
tery of Catherine’s spirit.

What struck me most in their cor-
respondence — and started me on a
new path of insight and research
— was how Catherine addressed
and signed many of her letters. To
no one else in her long life did she




ever address letters to “My dear-
ly Beloved Father,” or sign letters
to spiritual directors in the follow-
ing ways: “Lovingly and respect-
fully, your daughter”; “Your loving
daughter”; “Your obedient and lov-
ing daughter in Christ”; “Your lov-
ing daughter in Jesus Christ.” (And
frequently, he addressed her as “My
dear daughter.”) She had a number
of spiritual directors, but her rela-
tionship with Fr. Paul was qualita-
tively unique.

I used to presume that she con-
sidered her spiritual directors also
as spiritual fathers. Now I don’t
think so. From her Russian back-
ground she would have been famil-
iar with the staretz, the spiritual fa-
ther of one’s soul. My new insight is
that Fr. Paul was spiritual father in a
way that her other directors were not,
therefore one of the most profound-

The Little Mandate

Words which Catherine Dohetty received
from Christ, and which guided her life:

Arise—go! Sell all you possess. Give
it directly, personally to the poor.
Take up My cross (their cross)
and follow Me, going to the poor,
being poor, being one with them,
one with Me.

Little—Dbe always little! Simple, poor,
childlike.

Preach the Gospel with your life—
without compromise! Listen to the
Spirit. He will lead you.

Do little things exceedingly well for
love of Me.

Love, love, love, never counting the
cost.

Go into the marketplace and stay
with Me. Pray, fast, pray always,
fast.

Be hidden. Be a light to your neigh-
bour’s feet. Go without fear into
the depth of men’s hearts. I shall
be with you.

Pray always. I will be your rest.

ly formative persons in
her life. To a lesser de-
gree, Mother Lurana
was her spiritual moth-
er. In the above-quoted
letter to Fr. Raphael she
mentions them both in
the same breath: “...
how much FH and all
our members owe to
Fr. Paul and Mother
Lurana.”

My purpose here is
not so much to detail
the facts of Fr. Paul’s
life, or even to empha-
size the many practi-
cal directives he gave
her in the formation
of the first Friendship
Houses in Canada and
America. [ simply want
to draw your attention
to the existence of this
relationship which Catherine had
with Fr. Paul, of spiritual daughter
to spiritual father; it would take a
book to flesh out the details.

The following quote — which may
not appeal to our modern under-
standing of spiritual direction! —
confirms for me that Fr. Paul did
consider himself Catherine’s spiritu-
al director: “If you care to be spiri-
tually directed by me you will ab-

Father Paul Watson of Graymoor

earth, decorate herself in this way,
and [ think He would like to con-
form you to her likeness.” (Fr. Paul
to Catherine, June 2, 1939)

Fr. Emile Briere, who perhaps
was Catherine’s closest associate in
Combermere, said a few years back
that Catherine’s relationship with
Fr. Paul needed to be further ex-
plored. Mother Lurana should also
be part of this exploration, the be-

What is little known is that Friendship House and all the good

work they did are really the children of both Fr. Paul and Mother

Lurana. Without them we would not be in existence.

jure the lipstick in future. Saint Paul
reminds us that our bodies are the
temples of the Holy Ghost and I do
not think the Holy Ghost would be
at all pleased to see them decorat-
ed artificially in that way. I am sure
He would not be pleased to have
the Blessed Virgin, were she on the

ginnings of which I attempt here.

Origins of Their Relationslﬁip

It was Fr. Paul who first reached
out to Catherine. When did this
happen, and why would he have
been attracted to her?
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In 1926 there were two organi-
zations in North America soliciting
funds for the Greek, Armenian, and
Russian refugees who had fled to
Constantinople to escape from the
Bolshevik horrors of the Crimea. Fr.
Paul was the vice-president of the
society called the Near East Welfare
Association, which he had helped
to found. The other, The Catholic
Union, was founded by Fr. Von Ga-
len, brother of the famous Cardinal
Von Galen who would later speak
out courageously against the Nazis.
The Union was concerned with the
refugees in Vienna.

When Catherine was experienc-
ing some difficulties in her lectures
for the Chautauqua circuit, her
good friend, Fr. George Daly, sug-
gested she go to New York and of-
fer her speaking talents to the Cath-
olic Union. Besides raising funds, the
Union was also dedicated to the re-
union of the Orthodox and Ro-
man Catholic Churches, a theme
close to her heart. “I am sure this

work would appeal to you more
than Chautauqua work, for I know
your heart and soul are in this great

Altar at St. Francis chapel, Our Lady of
the Atonement, Graymoor
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Byzantine Chapel at Graymoor

movement.” One of Catherine’s
first speaking engagements for the
Union was at the College of St. Eliz-
abeth, Convent Station, New Jersey,
Mayl5, 1926.

Father Paul supported the Union,
but ecclesiastical authorities felt that
the two organizations were duplicat-
ing work, and decided upon a merg-
er. The Union was dissolved in favor
of the Association. For a brief peri-
od Catherine continued lecturing
for the Association. Catherine and
Fr. Paul met through their involve-
ment in this work. Fr. Paul would
have been attracted to helping her
because she was a Russian refugee
and a convert.

They had much in common. He
was a convert, as she was; he was
a lover of St. Francis, as she was.
In those early years, Catherine, in
her writings and talks, was calling
people to convert to Catholicism.
Fr. Paul was internationally known
for his pioneering work in ecumen-
ism, laying the ground work for
what would eventually become the
Christian Unity Octave of prayer.
He was concerned with the plight
of the Russian refugees in Europe.

He would have been attracted to her
both as a refugee and as a Russian
Orthodox convert to Catholicism.

Why would Catherine have been
attracted to Fr. Paul?

He was born Jan. 16, 1863, and
therefore was 33 years her senior —
well-suited to be the spiritual father
she was searching for. (She might
not have been consciously aware
that she was searching for a spiritu-
al father.) At the time of this first

Coming to Graymoor has al-
ways been to me as coming
home. There is about it an at-
mosphere of peace that seems

to restore me spiritually.

meeting in 1926 Catherine was 30
years old, and in need a spiritual fa-
ther. Also of great significance was
the fact that she had only been a
Catholic for seven years, and thus
was in a strange church and reli-
gious culture. She needed a Catho-
lic spiritual father.

Lorene Duquin




As well, emotionally and psy-
chologically, she was facing several
severe personal crises, and thus in
need of guidance and counseling.

Her marriage was rapidly dete-
riorating; Boris had mistresses at
the time. The lectures she was giv-
ing about Communism were put-
ting her very safety in danger. (Her
talks were so powerful that some
Communists invited her to change
sides!) She was losing weight and
her health was failing after complet-
ing a five-week lecture tour for the
Association. It was at this critical
time that Fr. Paul entered her life
in a more personal way.

In late February, 1927, he invit-
ed Catherine, Boris, and George to
come and use an old farmhouse at
Graymoor. For the first time in 14
months the family was reunited. At
that time Graymoor was her spir-
itual home. In a letter to Fr. Paul,
Nov. 7, 1935, she wrote: “I do not
know when or how I shall be able to
leave for the little holiday [to Gray-
moor] that I contemplate so eager-
ly in the depths of my heart. Com-
ing to Graymoor has always been to
me as coming home. There is about
it an atmosphere of peace that seems
to restore me spiritually.”

Besides receiving help from Fr.
Paul with her practical problems,
she would have been attracted by
his holiness. She had experienced
holy men in the monasteries of Rus-
sia, and, spiritually perceptive as she

In the late 1920’s, Catherine lived in the
Kenney House, Graymoor

was, she would have rec-
ognized Fr. Paul’s sanc-
tity. And — most impor-
tantly — she sensed that Fr.
Paul understood her pro-
phetic vocation that was
very little understood in
the Church at the time.
(He himself had had ex-
perience of such a lack of
understanding in regards
to his own vocation in
founding Graymoor.)

When writing the Histo-
ry of the Apostolate (Chap.
6), Catherine said that it
was in 1926-1927 (the
time of her meeting with Fr. Paul),
when “this strange vocation en-
tered my heart, this dream became
the reality of my soul.” What voca-
tion? “I wanted to sell what I pos-
sessed, give it to the poor, and fol-
low Christ into the slums of our big
cities.” She consulted many priests,
and they all told her she couldn’t
because her vocation was to take
care of her son.

After having been immersed in
this period of her life with Fr. Paul
during the past year, I believe that
he was the first to see deeply into her
heart, to understand this new pro-
phetic apostolate of the laity and,
more importantly, to believe in it.
Only she could see it at the time:
“But it appeared so strange to me,
so utterly impossible, that I laid it
away, as people do beautiful, fragile
garments, within the depths of my
heart. I was sure that all I could do
with it was to take it out from time
to time and wonder how a human
being could get the idea that this
beautiful, precious vocation might
be hers.”

She had the courage to take it out
of her heart in 1926 and show it to
Fr. Paul. And when he confirmed
this new vocation as coming from

Crucifixion scene at the Entrance of Graymoor

God, I believe Catherine experi-
enced that she had found a spiri-
tual father.

[ have before me Catherine’s spir-
itual diary from February 4 -Au-
gust 10, 1927. At the end of Feb-
ruary she is still lecturing; then at
Graymoor for the summer. In a let-
ter to Fr. Paul of May 5, 1928, she
signs herself, for the first time, as
“your daughter.” Also in the text of
that letter she writes, concerning a
cause she is involved in: “I know
that the great heart of my father [ital.
added] will find a way of helping
this cause.” During that summer at
Graymoor the relationship of Cath-
erine and Fr. Paul passed over from
that of colleagues and associates in
the Near East Welfare Association to
one of spiritual daughter to spiritu-
al father. It added greater depth and
meaning for me to reread these dia-
ry entries, knowing she was sharing
them with her new spiritual father.

Mg Visit to Gragmoor

A recent visit to Graymoor deep-
ened my belief in the extraordinary
influence of Fr. Paul upon Cathe-
rine. During this visit I was usual-
ly introduced as “Fr. Wild, the pos-
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tulator for the cause of Catherine
Doherty.” Usually, after such an in-
troduction anyplace else, one also
needed to explain who Catherine
Doherty was! But, here, at Gray-
moor, each time I was introduced in
this way, a light of recognition and
delight shone on the faces and in the
eyes of the person to whom I was
being introduced. A most unusu-
al experience! It’s the only place I
have ever visited where I sensed that
Catherine was still very much alive,
remembered, loved. It confirmed for
me that this had been one of her
spiritual homes.

One of the persons I met was Sr.
Mary Celine, SA, who wrote a life
of Mother Lurana. Over ninety, she
was sitting in her wheel-chair. She
told me that she was in the commu-
nity when Catherine lived here at
Graymoor. She said Catherine used
to take dictation for Fr. Paul. Then
she graciously gave me a copy of her
life of Mother Lurana.

Enter Mother Lurana

During that summer of 1927 Cath-
erine not only acquired a spiritual
father; she also acquired a spiritual
mother. Mother Lurana was a very
holy and remarkable woman. Born
April 12, 1870, she was, therefore,
26 years older than Catherine, and,
like Fr. Paul who was 33 years her
senior, also an apt candidate for be-
ing a spiritual mother.

There is not a great deal of corre-
spondence between Catherine and
Mother, but I was told at Graymoor
that Catherine used to sit at the feet
of Mother when she came to Gray-
moor, pour out her heart to her, and
listen to her guidance. In her dia-
ry dated May 23, 1927, Catherine
wrote: “Am spending the week at St.
Francis on the Sea with Mother Lu-
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rana, Sister Gabrielle and one whose
name I do not yet know, two postu-
lants. It is like a retreat, many won-
derful opportunities to see my soul.
Do not lose them.” Mother Lurana
helped in this “seeing of my soul.”
Also during these early years she ad-
dresses her letters, “Dearest Moth-
er.” Catherine was never prone to
use such language to anyone out-
side her family.

When Mother died (April 15,
1935), Catherine wrote to Fr. Paul:
“T just could not visualize how we
could stay on without her. I love
her so much. I have prayed much
for you beloved father, for T know
your worries and your sorrow. To

Mother Lurana helped in this
“seeing of my soul.”

me — [ mean it in all sincerity — you
are like a reincarnation of St. Francis
and Rev. Mother of St. Clare.”

And in a letter the following May
20: “Beloved Father, at last 1 gath-

Mother Lurana of Graymoor

ered up my courage to write to you
about our dear Mother Lurana. It is
no use my telling you how I miss
her. You know it yourself — and 1
feel that the loss at Graymoor is tre-
mendous. To express what it has
meant to me is impossible. She was
the Mother of our Guild, she was
my mother — I always felt T could
tell her all my troubles. She would
understand. For the last month I
have gone about with such a terri-
ble sense of loss — a repetition of the
passing away of His Grace Archbish-
op Neil McNeil. I suppose one has
to bow his head at this loss. It is the
will of God.

“Consolation comes in thinking
of her happiness — of realizing that
her help now is greater than ever.
Yet human tears cannot be held
back! Such is the tragedy of life —
the best go only too soon. She was
my mother. My dearest Father.”

[ don’t believe we will ever find a
great deal of written evidence about
the depth of influence of these two
people on Catherine’s formation.
(That's another thing that struck
me about their relationship: There
is a hiddeness about it —a historical
blackout — as if it was too intimate
to be articulated in documents.) The
depth of these relationships may
forever remain hidden. But isn’t it
true that the most profound aspects
of life are hidden? I believe the in-
dications I have briefly mentioned
point to a depth that is unseen, but
real nonetheless, an aspect of Cath-
erine’s life and formation for which
we should always be grateful to Fr.
Paul and Mother Lurana.



Testimonies & Favours Received

Testimong of Fr. Paul

Excerpts from a letter to
Archbishop McGuigan, August 26,
1936:

May [ convey to Your Grace my
own estimate of the Baroness.

the most menial tasks in ministering
to the poor, to spend and be spent
in the service of humanity. As to
the vagueness of her field, it seems
to me that during the two years of
her work in Toronto, she accom-
plished much that was very practi-
cal, particularly in reaching so large
a number of boys and girls, youths
and young women, drawing many

I regard her as a very humble woman, not hesitating to scrub the
floors and to do the most menial tasks in ministering to the poor,
to spend and be spent in the service of humanity.

It seems to me that God has giv-
en her a real apostolate to the Com-
munists. She possesses a grasp and
understanding of the red propagan-
da quite beyond that of the ordi-
nary student of Bolshevism. Ever
since she came to America she has
been a public lecturer on the sub-
jectas well as a publicist writer, but
whether she “wants undue publici-
ty” I personally question. If she has
been heretofore a “free lance,” nev-
ertheless she had shown a disposi-
tion to be under direction and ec-
clesiastical control. Otherwise why
should she seek to submit herself
and her associates to the Rule of the
Third Order of St. Francis and at the
same time to seek to submit her-
self to a spiritual Director. Has she
not, both in Toronto and in Otta-
wa, sought to do all things under
the approval and direction of the
Archbishops? Some have called her
proud, but in reality I regard her
as a very humble woman, not hesi-
tating to scrub the floors and to do

of them away from Communistic
influence and bringing them back
into touch with our Lord in the Sac-
raments of Holy Church. That she
had done all this, not for vain-glory
and self-aggrandizement, but out of
pure love for the Sacred Heart and
the souls that He redeemed by His
Precious Blood, I have no doubt.

Excerpts from an Ordination Hom-
ily by Bishop Robert Baker, July 27,
2007, Columbian Convention Cen-
ter, Charleston, S.C. (Bishop Baker
has recently been appointed as Bish-
op of Birmingham, Alabama):

I'd like also to call those being or-
dained to a deeper friendship with
the saints of the Church, past and
present. They are our big brothers
and sisters in the faith who model
for us the way to Jesus and help us
realize that living a holy life is pos-
sible, even for ourselves. Cultivate
a deep relationship with the saints.
Celebrate their feast days as special
days in the life of the Church and

in your own life as well.

[ think of the great influence the
Servant of God Catherine de Hueck
Doherty had on my life, both by her
writings — The Gospel Without Com-
promise, Poustinia, and Dear Father —
as well as her letters to me and my
friends. She gave us and the world a
solid direction in meeting the chal-
lenges of a secular, materialistic cul-
ture separated from religious values.
Her Friendship Houses and Madon-
na House provided spiritual oases to
the cultural vacuum of western so-
ciety. They still serve as beacons of
light to the world of today. One of
our future priests spent time at Ma-
donna House in Combermere, On-
tario, in preparation for his ordina-
tion as a priest.

[ mention Catherine because she
was a product of our culture and
times. She experienced — as one
of the members of the community
has written — “the first World War,
the Russian Revolution, the Great
Depression in North America, the
Second World War, the racial in-
tegration movement in the United
States, the Second Vatican Coun-
cil and its aftermath. And she did
not simply read about these events:
she was part of them. It is because
she came through all of them with
her faith flaming and her love stron-
ger than ever that she can serve as
a safe guide for others in the life of
faith.”

That is what the saints do for
us: They help us by serving as safe
guides in the life of faith. My prayer
for our new priests of the diocese of
Charleston is that someone will be
able to say the same about them:
“They came through all the events
of their service as a priest with their

Catherine’s Cause for Canonization
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faith flaming and their love stronger
than ever.”

Growing Awareness of
Catherine in Canada

During the four weeks of July,
2007, four major articles about
Catherine, the cause, and Madonna
House, appeared in the Ottawa Cit-
izen, that city’s prominent newspa-
per. We thought they were very ob-
jective and well-written by reporter
Donna Jacobs. Here is one of the re-
sponses she received:

“I want to thank you truly and
sincerely for this column and the
two that preceded it, which I have
sent to my devout Catholic 94-
year-old mother in Saskatoon. Sev-
eral decades ago I was able to visit

Prager for Favours

throug}'u the intercession of

Catherine Dohertg

All loving Father, through your
beloved Son, Jesus, we have
been taught to ask for what we
need. And through his spouse,
our Mother the Church, we
have been instructed to pray
for one another, and to ask the
intercession of your servants,
who have fallen asleep in Christ.
Therefore, through the interces-
sion of your servant, Catherine
Dobherty, we ask...

[here mention your petition.]

We ask this for your honour
and glory, and in the name
of Jesus Christ, your Son Our
Lord. Amen.

Imprimatur: tJ. R. Windle,
Bishop of Pembroke, May 1, 1993.
For private use.

Combermere with her and my fa-
ther now deceased. Combermere
made a difference in her life, and in
mine while growing up on a farm
in rural Saskatchewan. In the 1950s
and 60s, my mother used to send
for books from Combermere for us
(me and my two siblings). I wait-
ed eagerly for them. There were no
such resources at hand in our lit-
tle village. Those readings in ear-
ly adolescence, literally down on
the farm, made a profound and
lasting impression on me. I don’t
know if they count as ‘favors’ but
they were certainly life-long bless-
ings for which I am grateful, just
as I am grateful to you for bringing
such an excellent account of Comb-
ermere to a large readership.”
- Gerald Schmitz, Ottawa

Favors Received

On December 19, 2006, I vis-
ited my doctor. He informed me
that x-rays showed that I was com-
pletely free of osteoporosis. I had
been diagnosed with osteoporosis
of the spine for the last four years.
For about a month before my visit
to the doctor, I had been praying for
a healing of my back through Cath-
erine’s intercession. 1 consider this
a miracle of healing through the in-
tercession of Catherine Doherty.

JH — Ontario —12/29/06

I have received two favors which
[ attribute to Catherine’s interces-
sion. After trying everything hu-
manly possible to spur a decision
for a University to accept my ap-
plication, I had nearly given up for
a timely decision. On that morning
of 25 Feb. 1999, 1 petitioned Cathe-
rine for a speedy and successful de-
cision. That very afternoon on 25th
Feb., I received an e-mail confirma-
tion. This confirmation enabled me

Catherine, carved by Father Paul Crochat

to compete for a fellowship. I did re-
ceive the fellowship. I firmly believe
that these favors were through Cath-
erine’s intercession.

DG — Ontario —10/4/99
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